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“Justice for All”

Albert riederer legAl clinic

J

oe, a disabled veteran who rented a house in a high
crime area, recently learned his landlord had been
charging him $35 a month for a security system that
didn’t work. After trying to get his landlord to reimburse
him, Joe was promptly served with eviction papers. He
needed help defending the eviction and finding a safe
place to live.
There are times in our life when we need a lawyer:
traffic problems, divorce, wills, landlord problems, or
property dispute with a neighbor. The problem is that
lawyers cost money. If you are struggling financially, you
may not be able to afford a lawyer. So, you remain stuck.
Every Friday morning at Bishop Sullivan Center, one
or two lawyers offer their advice to low-income people
free of charge. People come to them with all sorts of
problems, for example, a dispute with a landlord, an
injustice in being fired, help with an old traffic ticket,
and more. Some cases can be resolved with sound legal
advice, others with a letter from the lawyer, or with the
right document and a court filing.
Porto, attorney, board chair of Bishop Sullivan Center and
The lawyers that help on Friday mornings have Nick
founder of the Albert Reiderer Legal Clinic, meeting with a client
decided to name their service here “The Albert Riederer in need of assistance.
Legal Clinic.” Riederer, who passed away in 2012, was a
lawyer and former Jackson County Prosecutor. He was
known and admired for his assistance and sensitivity
to the poor, both in his personal and professional life.
Shortly before his death, a fund was set up in his name
at Bishop Sullivan Center called The Albert Fund to help
Norman Rockwell’s the less fortunate.
painting reminds
Everyone has a right to justice, but sometimes justice
that we all took
costs. When we were young and began our school day
the pledge so
with the Pledge of Allegiance, we committed to the
that there would
pledge: “justice for all.” The Albert Riederer Legal Clinic
be “justice for all.”
and our lawyers make good on that part of the pledge.
And because they do, many low-income people are
getting justice through Bishop Sullivan Center.

KodJovi Wins the golden ticKet
Our government holds lotteries in some impoverished
countries where the winners are given a work visa to come
to our country. For those whose names are pulled, it’s like
winning the Golden Ticket in Willie Wonka & The Chocolate
Factory movie. In that movie, Charlie won a Golden Ticket
for a wonderful tour of Willie Wonka’s candy factory. In
this real life visa lottery, if your name is picked, you win the
chance for a wonderful opportunity in our country.
Kodjovi, age 36, is from the country of Togo, one of
Africa’s smallest countries. When he won the Golden Ticket
less than a year ago, he, his wife and their newborn child
came to the US to start life over.
He is learning English. He does not have any other family
or friends here. He and his wife don’t have much more
than the clothes on their back. Even with a local church
to help them get started, this was going to be a mountain
to climb. He told me in a humble, sincere voice, “I trusted
in God.”
A church member brought Kodjovi to Bishop Sullivan
Center’s employment program to help him find work. With
our help and his persistence, he landed a job. He’ll be
working the graveyard shift, 5 at night till 5 in the morning,
at a manufacturer making $11.15 an hour.
He’s happy. He attributes it all to the work of God.
Kodjovi is one of 274 who found work this year with the
help of our employment services program.

Kodjovi is getting ready to put his name on our Wall of Fame.
Every time someone finds a job, we put their name and
place of employment up on the wall. Incoming job seekers
are motivated by this and are eager to put their name up on
the wall.

tAx credits AvAilAble for donAtions
to bishop sullivAn center
The State of Missouri, in its effort to support people in need
of food, offers a tax credit – better than a mere deduction –
to any Missouri tax filer who donates money to a food pantry
in Missouri. Bishop Sullivan Center operates two large food pantries, and therefore, donations here qualify.
The state has set aside a little more than a million
dollars to give back to such donors. According to the Missouri
Department of Revenue website, “Any taxpayer (individual,
corporation, or trust) that makes a donation of cash or
food supplies to a food pantry may receive a credit of up to
$2,500 per taxpayer per year. The taxpayer may take a credit
of 50 percent of their donations.” For more details, go to
www.bishopsullivan.org/missouri-tax-credit or consult your tax
advisor.

Each month, 1,200 families come to one of our two
food pantries.
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Follow us on social media to keep up with the Center, learn about
whom we serve and see the difference your support makes.
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