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Project ElderCool Reveals Other Needs of Seniors
By Tom Turner, Director

Bishop Sullivan, for whom our Center is named, used 
to say, “You’ve got to get your groceries from somewhere.” 
He was speaking metaphorically; by “groceries,” he meant 
emotional support. 

Many seniors that we serve are often alone and though 
they need emotional support, they also literally need groceries, 
or, food. 

Low-income seniors come to our food pantry for 
supplemental groceries and for meals at our One City Café. 

Recently, we partnered with The Don Bosco Centers so 
that meals would be delivered to the homes of those seniors 
for whom going out is difficult. Through this partnership, 
about 700 seniors have lunch delivered to their homes.

We appreciate your support of low-income seniors with 
their basic needs.

Project ElderCool Brings Much Needed Relief
Thanks to you, over 100 seniors received an air conditioner this summer. 

Below are some of the thank you notes we received.

Through a new partnership between Bishop Sullivan 
Center and The Don Bosco Centers, seniors receive 

meals and companionship.



Printing generously donated by NextPage. 
To donate, make your check payable to Bishop Sullivan Center and mail to the address below or donate online. 

Bishop Sullivan Center  •  6435 Truman Road  •  Kansas City, MO 64126
www.bishopsullivan.org  •  816-231-0984

Follow us on social media to keep up with the Center, learn about  
whom we serve and see the difference your support makes.

@BishopSullivanCenter@BishopSullivanBishop Sullivan Center

Bishop Sullivan Center oversaw a unique internship program for 22 college students this past summer thanks 
to a generous grant from the Catherin V. Merrill Foundation. These students worked at 10 different nonprofit 
organizations around the city. The purpose of the program is for students to earn money, be exposed to people who 
face difficult struggles, and reflect on their faith. 

Each week, the students had a written homework assignment. The students were to share an experience from 
their week and what they learned. Below are samples of what they wrote. (We invite you to read more of their 
reflections on our website). 

“I had these preconceived notions of what a former prisoner looks like 
but they were completely shattered. I think God wants me to see people as 
people and treat them that way. It’s a simple thing when you boil it down but 
this was a good reminder to treat everyone with respect and to never judge 
a book by its cover.”  Matthew Grimaldi

“God’s message to me this week is that you never know what someone else 
is going through. You never truly know the struggles of another human being. 
This is why it is so important to treat every person with dignity and respect. To 
be kind to one another and show empathy towards each individual’s journey.” 
Paige Rackers

“This summer has helped me to be more understanding, and more 
caring for others. I am not as quick to judge, and more patient with people 
that are harder to deal with. I feel more strongly that every human has 
a right to basic resources like food, clothing, and healthcare. It is not 
possible to build a sustainable life without filling those regular needs.”  
Hannah Clemens

“God intends for us to treat one another as we would like to be treated. 
Sadly, it is common to observe the opposite, especially when dealing with 
disadvantaged people- in our case, people who have been in prison. We 
are all guilty of some instances 

of disrespect, but we have the power to change. I think that the free will 
we have as humans is one of God’s greatest gifts. It warms my heart to 
see people acting with goodness towards others because it is a choice. It 
is a choice that we should all make.”  Gabby Ong

“This summer has very much ingrained into me the mentality 
that people are surrounded by those they need to get through difficult 
situations. I do believe God gives us the open doors to succeed in the 
places we need to.” Jace Hasterlo

Unique Classroom for College Students

Anna Miller helps a woman try on 
shoes at Journey to New Life.

Makenzie Fuss reads with a child 
at Sheffield Place.

Arturo Hernandez-Villa shows an art student at 
Mattie Rhodes Center how to use a camera. 


