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“I am Blessed...”

One City Café is an Uplifting Place to Eat

Most of those who come for a meal are financially burdened. In spite of the unique stresses brought on by
limited income, they have reasons to feel blessed.
One evening, we presented small whiteboards to some of our guests and asked them to fill in the blank:
“I am blessed because….”
If someone asked you to fill in that blank, what would you have written?
There’s a positive attitude at One City Café during dinner. Feel free to come by sometime and eat. Any
Monday through Friday from 4:30 to 6:00. Just come in, take a seat and visit with some “blessed” folks.

“...God is Good”

“...God woke me up to see another day and eat a meal
with my grand children.”

“...I will not take anyone For
Granted and learn From my
mistakes”

“...I am 70 yrs. old. I am a veteran for freedom.”
“...You Guys Fed Me.”

“What would you do if $300 fell in your lap?”
By Tom Turner, Director

“What would you do if $300 fell out of the sky and into your lap?” I asked this of Kim, a hard-working
single mother of three.
Kim works in hospitality at a local hotel making $10 an hour. She has three children, a 6-year-old and a set of
5-year-old twins. She gets paid every two weeks. One check covers her rent; the other pays for everything else. It’s a
very tight budget. Kim came through our Employment Services program.
When I asked her the “$300 question,” she responded immediately:
“Clothes and shoes for my children.”
I was impressed that her mind went immediately to her children
and what they would need. I asked if she had a tree for Christmas. She
said she couldn’t afford one. She pointed to an end table and said, “Last
year, I just put the gifts under there for Christmas morning.”
I grabbed the decorative block that normally sits on her end table
and put it in front of her for this picture as it captures her positive attitude.
Some words that we use for people who lack money are “broke,”
“down-and-out,” “hardscrabble,” and “hard up.” None of those words fit
Kim. She was upbeat, positive and kind. Despite her financial struggles,
she is in full control of her attitude. Her example is a good lesson for all
of us.
When I told two friends of the Center about her, they said they
would get her a tree and some gifts for her Christmas.

Tax Credits Available for Food Pantry Donation

Did you know? The State of Missouri offers a tax credit – better than a tax deduction – for donations to
Missouri food pantries. Most donations to Bishop Sullivan Center qualify for this credit.
For a donation of up to $5,000 per individual or corporation, you receive up to 50% back. You do not need
to itemize deductions in order to receive this credit.
For those of you considering a year-end donation, this can be a tremendous benefit, both for our food pantry
and you. The Missouri Department of Revenue offers information at https://dor.mo.gov/taxcredit/fpt.php or
consult your tax advisor.

Save the Date: Annual Auction and Trivia Night on March 28th, 2020!
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Follow us on social media to keep up with the Center, learn about
whom we serve and see the difference your support makes.
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