
October 2019, Vol. 25, No. 7

Yours, Mine and Ours
Our Bag, Our Community

It was a simple message. 

Fr. Jim Lyons, pastor of St. Charles Borromeo Parish in Gladstone, made this simple pitch to his parishioners 
in the mid-1970s to kick off a holiday food drive, “There are things in life that are ‘yours,’ things that are ‘mine’ 
and things that are ‘ours.’ When people are hungry, food is ‘ours.’”

He then distributed grocery bags with the simple message: “Our Bag.” St. Charles Parish has continued 
this holiday tradition ever since. 

Fr. Lyons’ message was simple, yet profound. As our culture and our gadgets entice us to become more 
cocooned, it is good to re-engage with the needs of the broader community. What better time to do so than the 
Christmas season. This year, we are inviting you to be part of our “Our Bag, Our Community” food drive. We 
already have several schools, youth basketball teams, Girl Scout troops 
and families who will be organizing food drives big and small. 

Every day at our Centers, we see people who do not have enough 
food. They come to our pantries and to our community kitchen, One City 
Café, for lunch and dinner. 

We ask you to join our effort. You can participate by making a 
donation through our website, or if you’d like some of our “Our Bag, Our 
Community” red bags for your own mini-food drive, we’ll send them to 
you. Let’s see how many bags together we can fill.

For those who are conducting their own mini-food drives, we invite 
you to drop them off on Saturday, December 14th, between 9:00 a.m. and 
noon at One City Café, at 3936 Troost. We’ll be serving hot chocolate, 
coffee, juice, donuts and fresh fruit. Go to our website to RSVP so we 
know how many to expect.

Christmas is a good time of year to remind children, and ourselves, 
about why we should share. A good time of year to think about the deeper 
meaning of the word, “ours.”

By Tom Turner, Director



Printing generously donated by NextPage. 
To donate, make your check payable to Bishop Sullivan Center and mail to the address below or donate online. 

Bishop Sullivan Center  •  6435 Truman Road  •  Kansas City, MO 64126
www.bishopsullivan.org  •  816-231-0984

Follow us on social media to keep up with the Center, learn about  
whom we serve and see the difference your support makes.

@BishopSullivanCenter@BishopSullivanBishop Sullivan Center

Tax Credits Available for Food Pantry Donation
Did you know? The State of Missouri offers a tax credit – better than a tax deduction – for donations to 

Missouri food pantries. Most donations to Bishop Sullivan Center qualify for this credit. 
For a donation of up to $5,000 per individual or corporation, you receive up to 50% back. You do not need 

to itemize deductions in order to receive this credit. 
For those of you considering a year-end donation, this can be a tremendous benefit, both for our food pantry 

and you. The Missouri Department of Revenue offers information at https://dor.mo.gov/taxcredit/fpt.php or 
consult your tax advisor.

Save the Date: Annual Auction and Trivia Night on March 28th, 2020!

All are welcome to enjoy a healthy dinner 
each weeknight at One City Café.

The Many Ways Your Support Feeds Our Community

A family picks up supplemental 
groceries at our food pantry 

on Troost (and met KC Royals’ 
Ian Kennedy who was 

volunteering that day!)

A mother and her children pick up groceries 
to get them through the end of the month 

at our Truman Road food pantry.

Fresh, nutritious sandwiches are available 
for lunch every weekday at One City Café. 

Seniors receive lunch delivered to their 
home thanks to a partnership with 

The Don Bosco Centers.


