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Better to Teach A Person How To Fish

W

How You Can Help
By Tom Turner, Director

e all know the saying, “better to teach a person how to
fish than to give a person a fish.” It is a metaphorical way
of saying that it is better to give someone a job than a
handout. True enough. However, the metaphor assumes the person
who learned how to fish (a) knows where a pond is, (b) can get to a
pond and (c) has a fishing rod.
We have many people who come to Bishop Sullivan Center
who want to fish; they want a job. We help them find a pond, that is,
we help them conduct job searches. If they get the job and don’t have
a car, we help them get to the pond by giving them some bus passes.
In addition, if they need a fishing rod, that is, proper work attire,
often work boots, we will get that for them too. So far in 2019, we
have helped 245 people find work!
Your financial support helps people to fish for themselves,
that is, become employed. If you know of people who are hiring,
please let us know.

Staff and volunteers help job-seekers find jobs
on the Internet and help them fill out online
applications. For those who want to “fish,” they
need help finding a “pond.”

“You Can’t Have Your Cake and Eat It, Too”

Charlene, 87 years old, needed a new central air conditioner but
couldn’t afford it. Charlene lives alone and struggled in the summer’s heat.
We could have given her a window air conditioner, but we thought it would
be better if we could help her get her central air conditioner replaced. Our
good friends at A.B. May wanted to help her as well.
Charlene did not want something for nothing. She was willing to
take out a loan so that she could give something toward the new unit. We did
not want her to do that. So when we learned that she liked to cook, we asked
her to bake desserts for One City Café. She baked enough of her favorite
dessert, peanut butter cake, to serve over 200 people. She felt good that she
could make this “payment” for her new air conditioner.
Jesus said, “Truly I say to you that this poor widow has put in more than
all; for all these gave out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty.” (Lk 21: 1)
Left: Charlene proudly sits by the cakes that were
her “payment” for her new central air conditioning.

Volunteers Make a Difference
Young and Old Pitch In
We are grateful for the
hundreds of volunteers who help
us. If you would like to volunteer,
go to our website and see what
opportunities are available.
We especially could use
help at One City Café, Monday
through Friday, serving dinner
from 4 to 6:30.

George Schroer, 93 years young,
periodically collects books to help
us fill the bookshelves in our lobby.
When people come for food, we
encourage them to take books home for
themselves or their children.

Students from Our Lady of the
Presentation Catholic Church gave their
time to prepare sandwiches for lunch.

Tax Credits Available for Food Pantry Donation

Ian Kennedy, Kansas City Royals pitcher, and his family
recently packed healthy groceries in our food pantry.

Did you know? The State of Missouri offers a tax credit
– better than a tax deduction – for donations to Missouri food
pantries. Most donations to Bishop Sullivan Center qualify
for this credit.
For a donation of up to $5,000 per individual or
corporation, you receive up to 50% back. You do not need to
itemize deductions in order to receive this credit.
For those of you considering a year-end donation,
this can be a tremendous benefit, both for our food pantry
and you. For details, the Missouri Department of Revenue
offers information at https://dor.mo.gov/taxcredit/fpt.php
or consult your tax advisor.

Save the Date: Annual Auction and Trivia Night on March 28th, 2020!
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Follow us on social media to keep up with the Center, learn about
whom we serve and see the difference your support makes.
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