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“I’ll be able to sleep tonight”
“I can’t believe I will be able to sleep tonight.” That 

is what Marjorie kept repeating as we were installing her air-
conditioner.

Her small bedroom was hot the afternoon that we arrived. 
You could easily feel how uncomfortable it would be to sleep 
in that condition. Her small fan was no match for the heat and 
humidity.

Once summer’s heat arrived the first week of June, phone 
calls from seniors started coming in.

Due to COVID, we are taking precautions when we 
install these units. We wear masks (see picture below). We ask 
the homeowner to keep their distance from us. As soon as we 
return to the van, we sanitize our hands.

Thanks to you, many seniors, like Marjorie, will have a 
good night’s sleep.

By Tom Turner, Director

“Thank you”
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“Now I feel confident”

“I was hungry”
Reba lives close to our Center and so she walked over to come to our food 

pantry (Pre-COVID). She said she was sick and really did not want to leave her 
house. When asked why she came if she was so sick, Reba said, “I was hungry, so I 
had to.”

Each month, over 1,000 households come to one of our two food pantries, 
at least 10% of those are senior citizens. Typically, seniors who come for food are 
living on the social security minimum which is around $750. It’s difficult to make 
ends meet on that, hence, their need for food from our pantries.

Annette, another senior citizen, came to our pantry and 
spotted a yellow pepper. She held it up and said, “I can make 
something with this.” In addition to being on social security, 
Annette works part-time to help make ends meet.

Thanks to your support, both of these women went home 
with much needed food.

Shannon came back to Bishop Sullivan Center to express her 
gratitude and to show off her smile. 

Shannon used to have bad teeth. They were so bad, she feels it 
was a contributing factor to having trouble getting hired. She saved as 
much as she could to make a down payment on her dentures, but after 
paying her monthly bills, she had trouble paying the rest. She said, “It 
felt like the dentist was holding them hostage.”

Thanks to your donations, the “ransom” on Shannon’s dentures 
was paid and she was able to land a better paying job. She said, “Now, 
I feel confident.” She then smiled.

Shannon is an example of a person who wants to work but 
needed some assistance getting over an obstacle. Thanks to your 
donations, we help job seekers overcome these obstacles. In the past 
12 months, thanks to your support, 306 people found work through 
our employment program.


