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Distributing Food – COVID Style
By Tom Turner, Director

“Thank you for staying open!”
We hear this line frequently from people who
come to one of our two food pantries or community
kitchen, One City Café.
People who are “food insecure” were afraid
that like so many places we would be closed.
Though we are still distributing food, it looks
different than it did a couple of months ago. We now
pay a great deal of attention to physical distancing, for
the safety of the clients and our staff.
Each weekday, an average of 60 people come
for lunch that consists of a sandwich, bag of chips
and a glass of water. As you can see from the photo
to the right, lunch is now distributed in a “grab-andgo” fashion off a table just inside the door of our
community kitchen, One City Café.
For dinner, Chef D (see photo) is putting hot
meals into Styrofoam containers. An average of 180
people come each night
for this meal. Like lunch,
this meal is also provided
in a grab-n-go fashion.
We operate two
food pantries. Typically,
over 1000 families come
each month in need of
supplemental groceries.
Pre-COVID, people
would come inside and
present their ID and
proof of address and income to qualify for food. Now,
that communication is carried out via a Ring doorbell
as our building is kept locked to everyone except staff.
Clients understand these measures and are
appreciative that we are taking them.

After they are
approved for food, they
go to a side door to pick
up their groceries. In the
photo below, one of our
staff is adding a roll of
toilet paper to the food
order. The box and bag of
food are then push to the
end of the table where the
recipient picks it up.
All of this food
going out to people in need could not happen without
your support. Clients thank us for staying open and
providing food, we in turn thank you for making this
possible.

A roll of toilet paper is considered a
“treat” in addition to the food given
out from our pantry.

Providing Food to Senior Citizens – COVID Style

Senior citizens have to be more careful than usual leaving their homes. Some
of those who would normally come to our pantry or have someone drive them, no
longer felt comfortable doing so. They asked if we wouldn’t mind delivering food
from our pantry to their homes.

We readily obliged. Normally, we would
carry the bags into their home and set them on the
kitchen table, but for their safety and ours, we asked
if we could leave it on their porch. Of course, they
understand. Seen in the photo is one of the seniors
Sharing food from our pantry for as she carries her groceries into her home.
seniors served by Don Bosco.

We learned that Don Bosco Senior Center
had to close its doors during the stay-at-home order. As a result, they could no
longer serve a lunch for seniors in their Center. They now deliver those meals to
their seniors’ homes. Bishop Sullivan Center offered to provide additional food
from our pantry to help those seniors. Once a week, we drop off food at their
Senior Center which they in turn deliver.

Delivering groceries to seniors in
time of need.

Seniors are the most vulnerable demographic of the population to the virus. We want to do everything we
can to support their health. Having enough food is obviously paramount.

“Picking Up the Tab”
Sponsor a Meal at One City Café

Each week day we provide a sandwich for lunch and a hot meal for dinner
at One City Café. If you want to “pick up the tab” for the people that come in
need of a meal, you can do so by sponsoring a meal. You can sponsor a meal in
honor of or in memory of someone.

We ask for a donation of $100 to sponsor a lunch and $150 for a dinner.
You can go to our website, www.bishopsullivan.org and click on “Get Involved.”
When the options drop down you will see “Sponsor a lunch” and “Sponsor a
Dinner.” You can choose which date you want to pick up the tab.
We will then post a sign by the serving table that night so people can see
for whom this meal was in honor of or in memory of.

The sign on the table where
lunch and dinner will be handed
out, let’s all know that their meal
was donated in honor or memory
of a loved one.
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Follow us on social media to keep up with the Center, learn about
whom we serve and see the difference your support makes.
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